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BOOK 11:
The Land of the Dead

Odysseus and bis erew set out for the land of the dead. They arrive

and find the place to which Circe has directed them.

“Then I addressed the blurred and breathless dead,
vowing to slaughter my best heifer for them
before she calved, at home in Ithaca,
and burn the choice bits on the altar fire;

5 as for Tiresias, | swore to sacrifice
2 black lamb, handsomest of ll our flock.
Thus to assuage the nations of the dead
1 pledged these rites, then slashed the lamb and ewe,
lting their black blood stream into the wellpit.

10 Now the souls gathered, stirring out of Ercbus,
brides and young men, and men grown old in pain,
and tender girls whose hearts were new to grief;
‘many were there, t00, torn by brazen lanceheads,
battle-shain, bearing stll their bloody gear.

15 From every side they came and sought the pit
‘with rustling cries; and I grew sick with fear.

But presently 1 gave command to my officers
to flay those sheep the bronze cut down, and make
burnt offerings of flesh to the gods below—

20 to sovereign Death, to pale Persephone. @
Meanwhile I crouched with my drawn sword to keep
the surging phantoms from the bloody pit
ll 1 should know the presence of Tiresias.

One shade came first—Elpenor, of our company,
25 who lay unburied stil on the wide earth
as we had left him—dead in Circe’s hall,

untouched, unmourned, when other cares compelled us.

Now when I saw him there I wept for pity
and called out to him:

1226 oxrr 11 e omsser

assuage (5-swaf ) v to calm or pacify

10 Erebus (e bosk a region o the
1o the dead 350 nown 25 the
undarwordor Hades. Hades s sothe
ameofthegod of the underworid.

18 fay tostrp off theauterstinof.

ALLUSION
Inlines 17-20, Odysseus makes
asaifce to*sovereign Death,”

or Haties, and“pale Persephone”
(par-s-na), isbride,who was.
Kidnapped and forced t ive with
him forsix months of every year.
Her mother, goddess of the harvest,
grieves during that time, causing.
winter to fall. What does this
background information tellyou
about Hades? Consider how this
information affects your impression
of the underworld.
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in rancor for the son whose eye you blinded.
One narrow strait may take you through his blows:
denial of yourself, restraint of shipmates.
55 When you make landfall on Thrinacia first
and quit the violet sea, dark on the land
you'llfind the grazing herds of Helios
by whom all things are seen, all speech s known.
Avoid those kine, hold fas to your intent,
90 and hard seafaring brings you allto Ithaca.
But if you raid the beeves, I see destruction
for ship and crew. Though you survive slone,
bere of all companions, lost for years,
under strange sail shall you come home, to find
95 your own house filled with trouble: insolent men
ating your livestock as they court your lady.
Aye, you shall make those men atone in blood!
But afier you have dealt out death—in open
combat or by stealth—to all the suitors,
190 go overland on foort, and take an oar,
until one day you come where men have lived
with meat unsalted, never known the ses,
nor seen seagoing ships, with crimson bows.
and oars that fledge light hulls for dipping fight.
105 The spot will soon be plain to you, and |
can tell you how: some passerby will say,
“What winnowing fan is that upon your shoulder?”
Halt, and implant your smooth oar in the turf
and make fair sacrifice to Lord Poscidon:
110 a ram, a bull,  great buck boar; ten back,
and carry out pure hekatombs at home
0 ll wide heaven’s lords, the undying gods,
t0 each in order. Then a seaborne death
soft s this hand of mist vill come upon you
115 when you are wearied out with rich old age,
your country flk in blessed peace around you.
‘And al this shall be just as | foretell. .. * @

Odysseusspeak to he shade of his motber. She tellshim that Penclape
and Telemachus are sill grieving for him and that b futher, Laerees,
has moved to the country, where e, to0, mourns hi son. Odyseus
mother explains that she died from a broken hear. Odyseus ale speaks
with the spirits of many great ladies and men who died. as well s those
who were being punished for ther carchlysin. Filled with horror

Odysseus and hiscrew setsai.

189-91 Kine; beeves: two words for ctte.

101-102 where men have ved with st
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EPIC HERO
Anepichero's fate s often a matter
of great importance to the gods.
and tothe hero's homeland.
7717, dysseus'fate isthe subject
of a prophecy by Tiresias,a biind seer
Who now dwells among the dead.

Aprophecy such asthis can serve a5

resas foretells t? Explain why you
25 you do.

rme wanpERiGs or opvssEus: ook 11 1229




